
Specifying Colour in Architecture: 
How Materials, Lighting & Spatial Context 
Shape Perception

1.	 What are the three key variables that influence colour perception?

2.	 How does colour temperature affect the perception of colour?

3.	 How does surface texture influence colour perception?

4.	 What is a colour space and name two examples?

5.	 What are the advantages of using CIE Lab* for colour comparison?

6.	 What is Colour Rendering Index (CRI)? 

By the end of this session you should understand:

•	 Explain how natural and artificial lighting influence colour perception in architectural environments.

•	 Identify how materials, finishes and spatial context affect colour behaviour.

•	 Describe the roles of lightness, chroma and undertone in shaping colour perception.

•	 Apply structured approaches to support more reliable and predictable colour specification.

Competency Codes: P28, PC39, PC45.

Please be aware you are required to manage 
your own CPD records. We will provide you with 
your participation certificate and answer sheet 

once you have attended the full seminar.

1 Formal CPD point
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