
A Guide to Window and Door Design and 
Compliance in Bushfire Prone Areas

1.	 What is the role of vegetation in a bushfire?

2.	 How does slope affect the behaviour of a bushfire?

3.	 What is Bushfire Attack Level?

4.	 What are some key factors that determine a building’s BAL rating?

5.	 What is the importance of BAL to the design of windows and doors?

6.	 What construction measures must be implemented for windows and doors to meet BAL compliance?

By the end of this session you should understand:

•	 Explain how buildings come under attack in a bushfire. 

•	 Provide an overview of AS 3959 and its role in the design and construction of buildings in  
bushfire-prone areas. 

•	 Explain how Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) is determined under the relevant Australian Standard  
(AS 3959).

•	 Describe how different BALs affect the specification of windows and door systems including the 
requirements for compliant design.

Competency Codes: P12, PC24, PC39, PC45.

Please be aware you are required to manage your 
own CPD records. We will provide you with your 
participation certificate and answer sheet once 

you have attended the full seminar.

1 Formal CPD point
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