
Beyond the Surface - Rethinking Interior 
Materials in Contemporary Architecture

1.	 What is one key difference between particleboard and MDF in terms of internal structure?

2.	 Why are compact laminate panels often used in high-traffic interior environments?

3.	 How is high-pressure laminate (HPL) typically used in interior applications?

4.	 A designer is specifying cabinetry for a bathroom with elevated humidity levels. What substrate 
characteristic should be considered?

5.	 A project aiming to improve indoor environmental quality requires low-emission materials. What 
should the architect verify when specifying engineered panels?

6.	 Which two certification systems help ensure timber used in engineered panels is sourced from 
responsibly managed forests?

By the end of this session you should understand:

•	 Explain the different types of engineered interior panels and decorative surface technologies used in 
contemporary architecture.

•	 Identify performance characteristics of materials such as particleboard panels, MDF panels, laminates 
and compact boards.

•	 Understand how decorative surface technologies influence durability and maintenance requirements.

•	 Apply specification strategies when selecting interior materials for joinery, furniture and wall surfaces.

Competency Codes: P24, PC39, PC45.

Please be aware you are required to manage your 
own CPD records. We will provide you with your 
participation certificate and answer sheet once you 

have attended the full seminar.

1 Formal CPD point
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